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RECORDERS NEWSLETTER 

ISSUE 4 – OCTOBER 2007 
 

Welcome to this autumn newsletter and thanks again to all the contributors who 
rallied around again after my plaintiff email. I have really enjoyed reading all the articles 
about the recording activities in our area and I find editing this newsletter and attending 
recorder field days the most enjoyable part of the work at BIS. I hope you will also find 
the newsletter informative and inspiring to keep on recording. 
 
In particular we have articles from the new mammal group in Montgomeryshire and also 
2 new county recorders: Pete and Ginny Clarke for moths in VC43 and Lorraine Jones 
for reptiles and amphibians in VC47. 
 
Please could you send contributions for the next Spring Newsletter by April 15th 
2008. 

Janet Imlach - Editor 
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BIS update 
 
Staff 
We would like to welcome Rhian Lewis who joined BIS at the beginning of October to 
work on a 10-week work Go Wales placement. Rhian gained a BSc Hons degree in 
Biology at Bristol University last year and will be gaining experience working with 
biological data whilst at BIS.  
 
Angharad Owen, who worked on a similar placement with BIS in the spring, has now 
returned to continue the CCW data mobilisation contract at Abergavenny. This contract 
should see the completion of SSSI site files and possibly NNR files. We are now in the 
process of bidding to CCW to continue this work at CCW Newtown next year to finish 
mobilising data for the SSSI and SAC sites. 
 
Data 
BIS now holds 644,027 records in its Recorder 6 database. We recently transferred all our 
data from Recorder 2002 to Recorder 6. This was not a straight forward process, of 
course, but Recorder 6 has improved functionality and in particular, extraction of records 
for a taxon group in a particular Vice-county, is much more reliable. This will improve 
data exchange and access to this data for county recorders. 
 
Importing data from Excel worksheets via the Import Wizard has also improved and we 
have been concentrating on importing data this way over the last few months. In 
particular we have been updating records in BBNP ready for the LBAP audit due by 
Christmas. This includes a large Diptera data set from Adrian Plant at the Wales Natural 
History Museum and also updating VC42 and VC 43 mammal data from Phil Morgan. 
Species records from the CCW Phase 1 Habitat Survey Target Notes in Brecknockshire 
and Radnorshire have been completed, and we are awaiting paper copies to continue 
with the Montgomeryshire area.  
 
Casual sightings received from the public and occasional recorders are checked for 
accuracy of grid reference by location and entered into an  Excel sheet. They can then 
easily be sent to county recorders in batches for validation. This process will help to 
ensure we are entering good quality data into the BIS database but will add time to a 
record appearing ‘live’ in our reporting system. 
 
I wrote in the Spring 2007 newsletter on how we report on the species records, in 
particular reporting on Priority species. Since then the UK Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) species lists have been revised (see page 14) and accordingly we have revised our 
BIS status list. A number of species are now upgraded to BIS Priority species but also 
some are downgraded to Species of Conservation Concern and Locally Important 
Species. We will post this list on the website in the not too distant future.  
 
Website 
BIS has commissioned Design Stage, who designed the BIS logo and leaflets, to restyle 
the BIS website. We are very pleased with the initial designs and are aiming to have it live 
by the middle of November in time for the all Wales LRC launch (see page 3). The aim 
of the website is to keep locals and visitors updated with the work of BIS and biological 
recording in our area. We would like it to be a useful resource and link to local and 
national websites on all aspects of recording and biodiversity interest. At first we will 
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have the basic features that are on our present site but will improve on these and extend 
to allow searchable access to the BIS data at a public level and also a more detailed 
taxonomic level for the county recorders. The new website will also be easily updated by 
all BIS staff so that we can keep the content fresh. 
 
 I will circulate when the website is updated but would be grateful for any features you 
feel should be included or links to local recording and biodiversity interest. 
 

Local Records Centres Wales  - 
Canolfannau Cofnodion Lleol 

Cymru 
 
Now that the West Wales Biodiversity 
Information Centre (WWBIC) has gone 
‘live’ in September, Wales is the first 
national network of Local Record 
Centres in the UK. To celebrate, the 
four LRCs are holding a national launch 
in Cardiff on November 28th 2007. 
Over 160 invitations have been sent out 
to present and potential partners and 
users and representatives of the 
biological community. We will also 
launch a national website which will link 
to the LRC individual websites. Right is 
a leaflet that has been sent out with the 
invitations and shows the LRC areas and 
contact details. 
 
The staff of the LRCs already work 
closely together, pooling their 
experience and varying expertise. The 
managers hold regular ‘Skype’ meetings 
via the Internet.  We will also hold a 
‘face to face’ meeting the day before the 
launch so that the Board of Directors 
Chairmen and LRC managers can 
discuss standardisation and future 
strategy for LRCs Wales.  
 
This working together has been a great 
boon to BIS with the increased 
possibility of new funding partnerships, 
increased commercial users, data 
exchange with national organisations 
and data exchange with neighbouring 
SEWBReC and WWBIC. 
 

Janet Imlach (BIS Manager) 
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BIS Recording Field Days 
 

 
 
Above - Recording at Allt 
Dhu, Montgomeryshire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year BIS organised three recording days in the three counties, Brecknockshire, 
Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire. The aim was to introduce recorders to an under-
recorded or new site, which they could record on the day and possibly revisit in their 
own time during the year, as appropriate for their taxon group. This would not only 
provide records for BIS and aid management of the sites, but could evolve into a social 
event for recorders to meet like-minded people. 
 
I feel the three days were very successful with new interesting records and were very 
helpful to the landowners. We would like to run similar days next year and the suggestion 
is that we set dates early in the year and perhaps match up to sites later. We would be 
very glad to hear suggestions for sites to visit that you feel have a variety of habitats and 
potential for interesting recording. 
 
16th June 2007 – Brecknockshire Recording Day @ Ongur Uchaf farm, SN846152. 
This site is an upland 124-acre farm (50 ha), including woodland, grassland, scrub and 
exposed bedrock. It lies to the west of BBNP Craig-y-Nos Country Park and includes the 
southern portion of Craig y Rhiwarth SSSI and western end of Ogof Fynnon Ddu SSSI.  
The Trustees of Brecknockshire Wildlife Trust (BWT) are considering purchasing the 
site and especially asked BIS to arrange a recording day so that the recorders could report 
back to the Trustees as to the conservation value. 
 
Although the day was wet in the morning, it gradually cleared and we had a good turnout 
with a wide range of specialist recording knowledge including, higher plants, birds, 
butterflies, moths, spiders, molluscs and fungi. In all we recorded over 140 higher plants 
and ferns such as Carlina vulgaris (Carline thistle), Cystopteris fragilis (Brittle Bladder fern) 
and Helianthemum nummularium (Common rockrose).  
 
It was not the best time of year for recording fungi but, possibly because of all the 
rainfall we had, Dave Mitchell recorded 24 species with some interesting records. The 
rust (Hyalopsora polypodii) found on the Brittle Bladder Fern was the best. There are only 
four records for this on the British Mycological Society  (BMS) database in Wales at the 
moment.  He also recorded Megacollybia platyphylla which is a large fungus and is a 
southern species. There was also one small ascomycete (disc shaped fungus), 
Arachnopeziza aurata that also does not have many records in Wales but is possibly under 
recorded. 
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Pete and Ginny Clarke set their moth traps the night before and in all collected 43 spp in 
the trap and also recorded 16 spp the next day. In particular they recorded Mythimna turca  
(Double Line) which is a Powys and BBNP LBAP sp and also Diarsia brunnea ( Purple 
Clay) which is a UK BAP sp. 
 
John Harper made over 115 records of various invertebrates including spiders, flies and 
molluscs with some interesting finds that he discusses in his article on page 7. A 
particular thanks must also go to Andrew King for getting to site in the early morning to 
record birds, before going off on his holidays in the afternoon. He recorded 27 species 
on site including Redstart, Linnet and Lesser redpoll. There were also 17 other species in 
the locality. 
 
All the records have been sent to BIS and to BWT and the day was very useful to the 
Trust for gathering together a wealth of taxa information, enabling the Trust to make a 
more informed decision about the site. They are pursuing the acquisition of the site 
further. Many thanks from BIS and BWT to all those who attended the day. 
 
14th July 2007 – Radnorshire Recording Day @ Ciliau SO106430 
This site is a farm near Erwood and is in Tir Gofal and is also a certified organic farm, 
which has always been farmed traditionally. The farm includes Rhos Garth-Fawr SSSI, 
which is a large area of marshy grassland, to the North. Ciliau SSSI is to the south and 
the farm slopes down to the River Wye SAC.  Although BIS and RWT do hold a number 
of records the owners were particularly keen to increase and update these records, in 
order to manage sympathetically. 
 
Again we had a very good turnout on a beautiful sunny day such that quite a few of the 
recorders stayed on late into the afternoon. We were met in the morning at the 
farmhouse by Emma Metcalf who laid on a spread of tea and home made cakes. Ken 
Briggs (co-owner with Roger Capps) then gave us a brief introduction to the 
management of the farm and led us up to one of the main areas of interest, Rhos Garth 
Fawr SSSI. Here we were able to record a number of plants including Saw-wort Serratula 
tinctoria and (Carum verticillatum) Whorled Caraway  which covered large swathes of this 
and an adjoining field. 
 
BIS already held a list of 265 higher plants for the whole farm but thanks to Bronwen 
Jenkins of RWT and BIS staff we were able to update the list and add a few species such 
as Menyanthes trifoliate (Bogbean), Polygonum Hydropiper (Water pepper) and Senecio aquaticus 
(Marsh Ragwort). Ian Standen was able to update Odonata records and recorded a new 
species for the site, Platycnemis pennipes (White-legged Damselfly).  Again Pete and Ginny 
Clarke set up moth traps the night before, and in all recorded 66 species of moths, most 
of which are new records for BIS. John Harper was able to add greatly to the BIS 
knowledge of invertebrates on the site and added over a hundred new species records. 
 
All these records have been sent on to the RWT who are drawing up a new management 
plan for the site. Thanks goes to the owners for giving us such a welcome and to all the 
recorders who attended the day. 

 Janet Imlach 
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 4th August 2007– Montgomeryshire Recording Day  @ Allt Ddu SN 895 947 
 
Allt Ddu, a 30ha upland peat bog on the Trannon Moor in Montgomeryshire, has seen 
unprecedented changes over the last couple of decades; in 1984 it was deep ploughed, 
drained and planted with conifers.  Twenty years later, private landowners purchased 
what had become a largely failed conifer plantation; many of the trees, which had 
survived, were barely 5 feet tall.   
 
Since 2004 the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust, through the Severn Natural Assets 
Project (SNAP), has been helping the landowners restore the bog to its former glory, 
through conifer removal and peat damming. 
 
To take advantage of available funding, all this habitat creation work has been carried out 
before thoroughly investigating the Flora & Fauna using the site; consequently, we are 
now very keen to do just that. So, when the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust was 
approached by BIS to suggest a venue for a recording day in Montgomeryshire, Allt Ddu 
was the obvious choice. 
 

 
Above – Rhynchospora alba (White-beake Sedge) 
 
Despite the poor weather and low numbers of recorders, the day generated 56 new 
records, comprising 8 lower plants, 47 vascular plants, and 1 invertebrate.  This data 
provides a very good baseline and provides further evidence on the quality of the habitat, 
but we really need more information on all taxa, but invertebrates in particular.  If 
anyone can help or craves a trip out to this amazing bog, please get in touch with Tammy 
Stretton at the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust; 01938 555654 or email 
tammy@montwt.co.uk 

Tammy Stretton - MWT 
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Woodlouse and Spider Highlights of 2007 
 
This year I have spent much of my time “out-of-area” investigating rarities on the South 
Coast (welsh one of course) and further west visiting Skokholm and Skomer for the first 
time  - a week right at the beginning of September provided the best weather of the year  
- almost. 
 
Woodlice first.   The BIS recorder’s meeting on 16th June to Rhongyr-uchaf, Glyn Tawe 
was cold and rather unproductive except for the tiny brown woodlouse Trichoniscus 
provisorius, first noted for Brecknockshire at this meeting.  In fact the beastie has been 
around for a long time but ignored as a subspecies of the very common T. pusillus and 
has only recently been elevated to species rank.  The BIS recorders’ meeting on 14th July 
to Ciliau above Erwood, provided several good finds for Radnorshire including an 
attractive woodlouse Porcellio spinicornis which is mottled and with a blackish head.  It was 
in an old stonewall next to the farmhouse; in Wales the species seems to be very much 
restricted to long-established synanthropic sites including old stone walls around 
churches as well (as at Brechfa Church which I think has been sold off and is being 
“done up”).  In the Cotswolds and in Yorkshire it is common on the limestone, but this 
does not seem to be the case on the extensive limestone outcrop in the south of our area.  
Referring to the woodlouse atlas, another peculiarity of its very localised distribution in 
the UK is that dots almost fill the NJ 100km square north of Aberdeen. 
 
Now Spiders:  all of the following are New County Records (NCR) for the given vice 
county (Brecknock vc42, Radnor vc43). I commented in the last newsletter that I 
expected NCRs to slow to a crawl, for Brecknockshire at least; however a few were 
picked up here and there.  At long last I got my act together and searched the River Usk 
shingle banks (vc42) near the bypass at the east end of Brecon (April provided the 
opportunity when it wasn’t in flood) for the magnificent Arctosa cinerea  - a large grey 
“wolf spider” which hides in cold conditions and runs like lightening in the sun.  Shrub 
beating on 2nd June at Wern-Newydd (vc42), south of Rhayader produced the attractive 
crab spider Diaea dorsata the legs and thorax of which are bright green  - a most unusual 
colour for a spider.  An 11th June visit to Craig-y-Nos Country Park (vc42) produced the 
tiny theridiid spider Theridiosoma gemmosum in marshy ground east of the river, instantly 
recognisable by the shiny silver top to the abdomen.  Finally the BIS meeting to Ciliau 
(vc43), mentioned above, produced the red-legged money spider Entelecara congenera from 
beating shrubs, and a “black bullet” Drassylus pusillus which hides among stones and 
usually disappears very fast unless one is really alert and ready with pooter; it can be 
easier to get them on a cold day when they may be found hiding in their silken retreats, 
but often in those conditions they go deep into the stone pile or scree. 
 

John Harper 
 

New Weevil record for Wales 
John Bratton recently sent to BIS details of weevils he recorded on the BBNP 
invertebrate recording weekend 2006. Bagous lutosus, recorded at Talybont reservoir, 
VC42. ‘It is an Endangered (RDB 1) species in Britain and has not been found previously 
in Wales. Its ecology is not well understood’ 
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Recording snippets 
 

Garden sightings 
I was pleasantly reminded this week of the importance to wildlife of log piles and 
compost heaps in the garden. Under a log pile, which has been undisturbed for about 3 
years, in some powdery bark mulch, I was delighted to discover an adult female great 
crested newt! And, a few days later, as I raked off the top layers of a pile of grass 
cuttings, which had been accumulating for a similar length of time to the log pile, I was 
surprised and equally delighted to uncover an adult slow worm! This is the first time I 
have ever recorded these welcome visitors at home! 

Bob Dennison 
 
Just a comedy short –  
 
Manxy walks into a pub! (The Goat Hotel in Llanfair Caereinion 40 miles in land).  This 
years fledgling lost - blown inland.  MWT drove bird to coast and released it to the four 
winds. 
 

 
 
 
Recording for new BTO Bird Atlas 

 
 
 
 
 

Clive Faulkner - MWT 
 

 
 
 
 

The upcoming Atlas is a four-year 
project aiming to gather data on the 
distribution of all birds across the British 
Isles. Can you help? Commitment is 2 
one-hour visits to each tetrad (2 x 2 km) 
in one winter and one summer. And you 
just count all the birds you see. So it is 
not over-onerous.  
 

Registering is easy: Go to 
www.birdatlas.net and follow the simple 
steps to choose your tetrad, or (slightly 
less easily) contact John Lloyd at 
the_lloyds@dsl.pipex.com - your help 
on this project will be very welcome. 
 

John Lloyd 
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A Breconshire first record - European Roller!! 
 
Without both the variety and abundance of birds associated with the coast, birding in 
Breconshire and the Brecon Beacons National Park often fails to deliver!  Imagine the 
surprise and delight then when two Welsh Water Rangers carrying out their duties 
around the Usk Reservoir area found a national rarity. 
 
At 7.30am on 29th July they pulled into the Pont-ar-Wysg carpark on the Trecastle –
Llanddeusant road - all was quiet.  Mike Hogan, a keen and knowledgeable birder, with 
colleague Rhydian Evans happened to notice a blue bird sitting on a broken road-sign 70 
metres away just across the border into Carmarthenshire.  In his wisdom, Rhydian 
commented that it must be an outsize Kingfisher; Mike knew better and realised this was 
no Kingfisher – but a ROLLER!!  He had to pinch himself he was in mid-Wales and not 
Extremadura, Spain!  
 
The size of a Jackdaw, apart from the vivid colour, the bird appeared to be top-heavy 
with a large rounded head and heavy bill.  As a car approached the bird flew a short 
distance into the top of a Spruce over the Pont-ar-Wysg carpark affording better views of 
the blue and purple colouration and brown saddle.  Mike knew that this was not just a 
local rarity, but also a United Kingdom rarity for which a full description would be 
required. He took notes of the main plumage features before reluctantly leaving and 
resuming his inspection duties. Acceptance of the bird’s identification is still awaited 
from the British Birds Rarities Committee that reviews and archives all national rarity 
reports. 
 
Telephone calls were soon made to the Breconshire Bird Recorder and to a number of 
others in order to verify the record.  The Usk Reservoir soon became the location for a 
major ‘twitch’ for inland mid-Wales with perhaps fifty or more birders arriving each day 
over the three day period the bird was known to be present. 
 
Although an unmistakeable bird, it remained elusive with only two other locally-based 
individuals seeing it. On the day after its discovery, 30th July. Andy Davis, a local 
resident, was driving along a lane in Glasfynydd Forest and there it was picking over 
some horse dung on the verge. On the next day, John Lloyd had good views of the bird 
on the Carmarthenshire north bank of the Reservoir as it sat atop a wind-snapped 
poplar. A memorable sighting for these fortunate bird-watchers 
 
What was assumed to be the same bird was re-discovered a couple of days later on the 
Gower, where it was enjoyed by the majority of those birders that had made a fruitless 
journey to Usk Reservoir earlier that week. 
 
This record was the first for Breconshire, the second for Carmarthenshire and only the 
eighth for Wales (excluding ‘skins’ obtained in the nineteenth century). Three of these 
Welsh records have occurred since the Millennium. 

Andrew King 
Breconshire County Bird recorder. 
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Announcement of a new Bird Sightings website for 
Breconshire. 

In June, www.brecknockbirds.co.uk was released on the Internet. An independently 
sponsored website, it is available to record sightings of species (whether common and 
scarse) seen within the County.  It is hoped that the site will improve our knowledge of 
birds within Brecknock, as well as contributing records to both the County archive and 
to the Biodiversity Information Service to assist in safeguarding species and sites.  
 

 
 

New Cave Website 
 

An excellent cave-life website has been prepared by a local caver, Andrew Lewington. He 
is inviting any comments on it from specialists and is particularly keen to get feedback on 
the invertebrates section. View the web pages on this link 
 
 http://www.cambriancavingcouncil.org.uk/cavelife/ 
 

Any feedback to Andrew via andrewlewington@hotmail.com 

 
Troglophilics - Inverts, rather than little men who squirm 

down holes 
 
An interesting request for specimens going the rounds has come from Dr. Graham 
Proudlove of Manchester University. He is keen to obtain specimens of the flat-backed 
millipede Nanogona polydesmoides and the pretty pink woodlouse Androniscus dentiger from 
sites above cave systems. [They need collecting into special neat ethanol, which he 
provides, for his research over the next three years.] 
 
These two species are fairly common in a wide variety of habitats but also, curiously, they 
are found deep in cave systems as well. It could be that they are simply washed down 
with streams and storm water into cave systems, but it seems they are found too often 
compared with many other common species which one would expect to find, and don’t. 
There is a suggestion that these two have incipient cave dwelling populations and they 
may be isolated from each other, above ground and below ground. So Graham wants to 
see if their genetics and other features differ. 
 
When I offered to help, he seemed excited because I sometimes collect on the limestone 
in the Clydach Gorge, Abergavenny and above Craig-y-Nos, Glyn Tawe. It so happens 
that his underground sorties are in the Agen Allwedd and Ogof Ffynnon Ddu cave 
systems - right under my collecting areas ! He also wants specimens from other areas as 
well. 
 

John Harper 
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The Brecknock and Radnor Amphibian and Reptile Group 
The Brecknock and Radnor Amphibian and Reptile Group have been involved in an 
amphibian occupancy modelling project to support the NARRS surveys.  Supervised by 
Trevor Beebee and Richard Griffiths from the Durrell Institute of Conservation and 
Ecology (DICE), University of Kent, the project was co-ordinated by David Sewell, also 
from DICE.  Repeated standardised surveys for presence or ‘absence’ were undertaken at 
about 30 ponds in two contrasting areas – Kent and mid Wales.  The aim is to calculate 
detectability for the different amphibian species using the occupancy models.  This will 
ultimately feed into and if necessary modify the current NARRS surveying.  The project 
is initially planned to run over two years, we start again in mid February and will continue 
to mid June.  If anyone would like to join one of the surveys please contact Valerie 
Bradley (01497 821329) or email on bradleycj@tiscali.co.uk with subject of NARRS. 
 

It Is Out There Somewhere (VC43 Moths) 
Records for moths in Radnor VC 43 have been sadly lacking over recent years. A few 
casual records and recording events by RWT were not filling the gap very well. In 2004 
new recording started in the extreme S of Radnor on 2 sites. Although valuable in their 
own right the lack of other sites gave no clear picture of what was going on in the 
county. This continued until this year. Now 7 more traps are being used, some regularly, 
others several times, by a new group of enthusiasts. This wider coverage of VC43 has 
resulted in 7 new Macro Moth and 31 new Micro Moth species being recorded this year. 
 
Apart from the larger Pyralidae and some Torticidae very few recorders deal with micro 
moths. There must be more unrecorded species out there somewhere and given time we 
hope they will be discovered. The new macro moths are Barred Rivulet (Perizoma 
bifaciata), a Red Bartsia feeder; the supposedly common Eyed-hawk moth (Smerinthus 
ocellata); Plain Clay (Eugnorisma) which favours old woodland edges; Great Brocade 
(Eurois occulta), probably an immigrant from Scandinavia; White Point (Mythimna 
albipuncta) another immigrant the larva of Northern Deep Brown Dart (Aporophyla 
lueneburgensis)on heather moorland; The Anomalous (Stilbia anomala), in a garden not on 
moorland; and Oak Nycteoline (Nycteola revayana) which bears a resemblance to some of 
the tortix moths. 
 
Two older sets of records have recently been sent to us. In the early 80’s “in a garden 
with many scented flowers adjoining flower filled meadows” Tim Gates was able to 
collect moths in jam jars whilst they fed on the flowers - Hawk moths, Silver Ys, Carpets 
and many more. The method and comment are as important as the records themselves. 
The other records were from the late 80’s, all 805 of them from Richard Knight. He 
recorded 14 species not recorded since 1911/13. A further 41 species were recorded by 
him for the first time. 
Over 500 more records from 1996-2002 were gathered from the notebooks of Bob 
Dennison (Dragonfly Recorder for Radnor), who trapped moths, but also noted many 
casual moth sightings while out and about on his Odonata searches. 
 
As we all know, all records are important, casual sightings too. So if you know someone 
who may have diaries or old notebooks with records persuade them to pass the info on. 
You never know what was and is out there - somewhere. 

Ginny Clarke 
VC 43 County Moth Recorders: Peter and Ginny Clarke, 9 Dan-y-Bryn, Glasbury on Wye, Hereford 
HR3 5NH  Tel:01497 847877 Email: peteandginnyc@tiscali.co.uk 
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New Montgomeryshire Mammal Group (VC47) 
 

On Thursday 23rd August, 23 people 
gathered from all corners of 
Montgomeryshire to share their mammal 
obsessions.  In a little room in the Royal 
Oak in Welshpool, Tammy Stretton, the 
mammal recorder for Montgomeryshire, 
gave an overview of recording and the local 
mammals.  Next up was Richard Dodd, 
Welsh Bat Officer for the Bat Conservation 
Trust (BCT), who spoke about bat groups; 
how to set them up, what they do and the 
support available.  To round things off, 
Kate Williamson from the Snowdonia 
Mammal Group & Wales Mammal Group, 
gave an interesting insight into the workings 
of a successful mammal group. 

 
Above – Richard Dodd at inaugural meeting  
Fuelled by this information and enthusiasm, 
if not a little bewildered, the congregation 

then had a short discussion.  All agreed 
that a mammal group was needed and 
desired for Montgomeryshire in order to 
share knowledge & experience, carry out 
surveys and provide a point of contact to 
members of the public requiring help or 
information.  All assembled were keen to 
be involved; along with a further dozen 
people who were interested but unable to 
make the meeting. 
 
So to cut a very long story short… 
Montgomeryshire now has a mammal 
group!  If you are interested in getting 
involved with this embryonic group or 
wish to find out more, please contact 
Frances Gillett at: 
frances_gillett@hotmail.com or on Tel:  
01654 703666. 
 
Thanks to Richard Dodd & BCT for 
organising and funding the meeting and to 
Kate Williamson for making the trek 
southwards out of the goodness of her 
heart! 
 

Tammy Stretton 
 
 

 
Amphibians and Reptiles in Montgomeryshire (VC47) 

Calling all nature lovers, I need your help. I'm Lorraine Jones and I am the new recorder 
of amphibians and reptiles for Montgomeryshire. 
  
We either love them or can't go near them but either way we need to know where they 
are and what type of habitat they are living in. By "they" I mean frogs, toads, newts 
(smooth, palmate, or great crested), slow worms, lizards, grass snakes and adders. Many 
of us see some of these, especially in the warmer months, but don't know whom to tell, 
so please tell me. 
  
I would like to know what was seen and where (OS grid reference if possible). Also what 
type of terrain e.g. grassland, forest, riverside etc., the date of the sighting and whether 
the animal was alive or dead. 
  
I can be contacted either by e-mail on lorraine@jones300.freeserve.co.uk or by telephone 
on 01686 688 064. Please call me, ALL sightings are of interest. 
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Recording on National Trust properties 

 
What a summer to start my first season of ecological surveying! It doesn’t seem to have 
stopped raining at all! One thing I have got very good at is keeping all my books dry.  
 
I was taken on by the National Trust in Brecon, in March, as a full time volunteer to do 
environmental surveillance, surveying and monitoring over the summer - a bit of a 
mouthful to describe what has been a fantastic role.  
 
My first project was to repeat a red wood ant survey that was completed in 2002. Red 
wood ants are a Red Data List species and the project was therefore very exciting as my 
first task! The initial idea was to relocate the nests found previously using GPS, but since 
the sites were wooded, this was quickly given up as a bad idea. A more time consuming 
but less frustrating method was to walk around the sites, looking for evidence of ant 
activity. 
 
The next task was to set up two butterfly transects that would be carried out every week 
through the season using Butterfly Conservation guidance. The first transect was situated 
on a lowland farm estate near Abergavenny, and the second, by way of a contrast, in a 
secluded valley in the Brecon Beacons. As a result, the species recorded on each site had 
marked differences.   
 
In addition I undertook grassland surveying, especially rich hay meadows and wet flush 
areas. On the more interesting sites, I used a ‘W’ walk and quadrat method, while on sites 
deemed not so immediately important to the Trust I compiled species lists. 
 
I assisted in organising and running two introductory moth nights, open to the public. 
Inspired, I then persuaded (that is, bullied) the head warden to allow me to build and 
organise our own moth lamp. However electronics are not my forte and this took longer 
than I expected, but the first use of the lamp for a working holiday group was a great 
success!  
 
The final jewel in the crown will be Common Standards Monitoring on Y Gyrn, a hill 
above the Tarrell Valley and part of the Brecon Beacons, which I am due to start in a 
couple of weeks. 
 
The National Trust’s plan is for more volunteers to continue surveying in the future in 
order to reveal a detailed picture of habitats National Trust sites in the Mid and South 
East Wales region support. If they enjoy it as much as I have done, future volunteers are 
bound to have a great time! 
 

 Caroline Clift 
Full Time Volunteer 

The National Trust, Mid and South East Wales 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Biodiversity Information Service Recorder Newsletter – Issue 4– October 2007 

Page 14 of 16 

Wildlife Sites Project Update

 
Above- Greater Burnet (Sanguisorba 
officinalis) in Rhos pasture   
 
Over summer I have managed to look at 
about 45 sites around the Brecon 
Beacons National Park.  Sometimes this 
involved walking a whole farm or estate 
to identify wildlife hotspots and then 
note the species present in these areas. 
Being new to the area it has been a steep 
learning curve, and I have concentrated  
on surveying flora and habitats. With 
help from a Birmingham University day 

course, I have tried to get to grips with 
sedges and mosses too.  I have a 
collection of mosses in envelopes, which 
I hope to look at over winter, and would 
welcome help with this!   
 
I have been fortunate to explore pieces 
of land off the beaten track and not 
accessible by public rights of way and 
often surprise animals such a lizards, 
stoats, foxes and even red deer.   My 
digital camera has been very useful for 
sending pictures of tricky plants and 
invertebrates on to experts – thanks to 
Norman Lowe, Mike Porter, Janet and 
others for putting up with this. 
Hopefully next year it will be easier! 

Stephanie Coates 
 Brecon Beacons Wildlife Sites Project 

 

 
UKBAP and Brecon Beacons LBAP Review 

After two years of work involving in excess of 500 people, the proposed UK List of 
Priority Species and Habitats was presented in a UK BAP website report in June 2007. 
The Priorities Species and Habitats Review Working Group and the Priorities Review 
Group recommended that this list be formally adopted. The Governments of all four 
UK administrations have now adopted the recommendations of experts and published 
the UK list of priority species and habitats. The new UK BAP list is an important 
reference source, bringing all the scientific information on UK BAP species and habitats 
together in one place. 
This list, a result of the most comprehensive analysis ever undertaken in the UK, 
contains 1149 species and 65 habitats that have been listed as priorities for conservation 
action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP). 
http://www.ukbap.org.uk/newprioritylist.aspx 
 
Now that the UK review is complete the BBNP Biodiversity Partnership can complete 
its review of the Local BAP. The LBAP should include all of the UKBAP habitats and 
species that occur in the National Park as this provides consistency, particularly as these 
UKBAP species will be given a legal definition under Section 42 of the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. 
 
However, it is also valuable to include species that are of local importance. These are 
species that may be very rare in the National Park, but frequently found elsewhere in the 
UK and so won’t have been included on the UKBAP list. BBNPA and BIS will work to 
develop a system to audit these species to ensure that they should be included within the 
LBAP. 

Contd    
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Distribution of Grass snake Natrix natrix          

currently available on the NBN. 

We are asking local recorders to suggest species that which do not appear on the 
UKBAP but are important within the local context of the Brecon Beacons National 
Park. By including these local species in the plan, we can ensure that they are taken into 
consideration during developments and it will help the biodiversity partnership take these 
species into account when planning management of nature reserves and land holdings. 
 
To suggest a species please contact Gareth Ellis, Biodiversity Officer, Brecon Beacons 
National Park Authority, and state clearly why you think it should be included. Please 
also add any details regarding the distribution or known threats to the species via email to 
gareth.ellis@breconbeacons.org 

Gareth Ellis 

 
Publicity for Grant: Data Sharing for Conservation  

CCW has recently expanded its grant categories to include a category called “Data 
Sharing for Conservation”. The aim of this category is to support the biological 
community of Wales to make their natural heritage data available to a wider audience. 

This fund aims to support National Schemes & Societies and voluntary organisations to 
transfer biological records for Wales, stored in paper formats and fragmented electronic 
records to a suitable biological recording system.  The aim is to allow these records to be 
made available to a wider audience through Local Record Centres and the National 
Biodiversity Network Gateway. 

 Monica Jones says “By 
assisting organisations 
to “unlock” their 
biological records we 
can provide more 
information about the 
status and trends of 
species and habitats in 
Wales and the UK, as 
well as providing 

important information about our designated 

sites and promoting and improving 

understanding of biodiversity”. 

 

 

 

Through this process records will be validated and verified, ensuring they are of a high 
standard.  In assisting the submission of welsh records to the NBN Gateway, they will be 
collated along with other records for the UK to aid decision making and to give a picture 
on a national scale. Through the NBN gateway, records will be submitted to the Global 
Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) and will contribute to the availability of 
biodiversity data globally, which will play a role in conservation, ecological sustainability 
and scientific research. 

This is the first year CCW has secured focused resources to grant aid projects within this 
category and has undertaken to let two small grants to aid local schemes in mobilising 
biological records for Wales. (Contd) 
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CCW are hoping to increase funding to this grant category for future years and are 
looking for expression of interest for projects to mobilise biological records for Wales 
for 2008/2009.  The closing dates for expressions of interest for 2007/2008 will be 5th 
November 2007.   

If you would like further information or an ‘Expression of interest’ pack, please contact 
Monica Jones on 01248 385625.   

Monica Jones – CCW 
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